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2 weeks. This hasn’t sprung up in the
last 2 months.
Millions of Americans went to the
polls, understanding, in large measure,
what we needed to do to change the
system. Despite the rhetoric from the
other side, that is the reality, and the
record will reflect that. Instead of coming to the table and working with
Democrats to write a bipartisan bill,
Republicans chose to put partisan
party politics first. I listened to my
friend, MAX BAUCUS, this morning. I,
myself, who thought I had followed
carefully the work of the Senate Finance Committee, was actually moved
to hear the number of meetings—dozens and dozens, maybe hundreds and
hundreds of meetings—he attempted to
have in a bipartisan way months ago,
years ago, with Republicans. Then, at
some point, they decided they thought
that politics was more important than
policy. I think they made the wrong
choice.
They fabricated death panels, distorted Medicare cuts, and undermined
and disrespected the role of government in protecting its citizens. They
have engaged in a relentless misinformation campaign, aimed solely at
using fear to sway public opinion
against this bill.
Recently—just
yesterday—Senator
JOHN MCCAIN, our colleague from Arizona, claimed that the American people are opposed to reform, and he
speaks about the will of the majority.
I remind my colleague from Arizona
that the will of the majority spoke
loud and clear last year when they
elected President Obama to be President and decided not to elect him. The
President is carrying out the will of
the majority of the people by trying to
provide for them hope and opportunity
in an area that has eluded us for 87
years.
This is a good effort, a strong effort,
and I most certainly believe that the
will of the American people is being
heard. The other side has tried to paint
a picture of a nation opposed to health
care reform. Recent polls show otherwise. When we cut through the misinformation and scare tactics, when
Americans hear what is in the bill,
they overwhelmingly support it.
According to a recent CNN poll, 73
percent of Americans support expanding Medicaid for the poor. Americans
know what most of us know: Most people on Medicaid are the working poor.
These are people who wake up early in
the morning, work hard all day, and
they go back home at night, often by
taking public transportation because
they don’t have an automobile. They
work hard. They are American citizens.
But they don’t have enough money to
spend 60 percent or 80 percent of their
income on health insurance in a broken, unbridled, unfixed private market.
So we join together with our States to
provide them access to care through
the Medicaid system. I support that.
And in this bill, the Federal Government will pick up a large share of the
cost of expanding coverage.

That same poll showed that providing subsidies for families that make
up to $88,000 a year is favored by 67 percent of Americans. Additional regulations on insurance companies, such as
banning denial of coverage for those
with preexisting conditions are favored
by 60 percent of the American people.
I am one of the Democrats who didn’t
want to eliminate insurance companies. I believe in private markets. But
there have to be certain rules and regulations in order for the private market
to work for everyone, and not just for
those with wealth or those with the inside scoop on how private markets
work.
So we are incentivizing a healthier
insurance industry—not coddling it but
encouraging it to be competitive and to
provide services and coverage for more
people in our country.
A recent poll by the Mellman Group
shows that support for this bill exists
in all States. In my home State of Louisiana, when the provisions of the bill
were actually read to voters, 57 percent
of Louisianians supported the bill, with
43 percent strongly supporting the reform effort. And most importantly, 62
percent of Louisianians oppose using
the filibuster to stop health care reform.
I will read the language used in the
poll because people say you can say
anything in polls, which is true. If pollsters are not reputable, they can twist
and distort. I will read the language
used by the poll to describe the plan:
The plan would require every American
citizen to have health insurance and require
large employers to provide coverage to their
employees. It would require insurance companies to cover those with pre-existing conditions and prevent them from dropping coverage for people who get sick, while providing incentives for affordable preventive
care. Individuals and small businesses that
do not have coverage would be able to select
a private insurance plan from a range of options sold on a National Insurance Exchange.
Lower and middle income people would receive subsidies to help them afford this insurance, while those individuals who like the
coverage they already have will be able to
keep their current plan.

This is a very accurate description of
this bill before us—the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. It is not
a government takeover. There is no
public option. There is a national plan
available now to every American, just
like the Members of Congress and the
Federal employees have. There will be
exchanges—similar to shopping centers—and Americans will be go to the
exchanges and choose from a number of
insurance options. The prices will be
more
transparent.
Administrative
costs will be lowered. You will not need
a Ph.D. to be able to read these policies—they will be written in plain
English.
Again, this is not a government takeover, as the other side claims. That is
why 57 percent of people in Louisiana,
when given the right information,
without the rhetoric, without the railing, without the distortions, say: Abso-

lutely, I am for a public-private partnership.
The American people elected President Obama to bring about change. A
big part of the change President Obama
and Democrats promised during the
campaign was improving health care
for all Americans. Thanks to the President’s leadership and the leadership of
Senator REID and many others, we are
taking several meaningful steps toward
fulfilling that promise.
With the exception of two colleagues,
Republicans have failed to negotiate in
good faith. I want to say how much I
respect our two colleagues from Maine,
Senator SNOWE and Senator COLLINS. I
have been in dozens of meetings with
both of them and know that they
struggled mightily to find a way to
work with us and to support this bill. I
have not spoken with them in the last
few days, so I will not discuss their reasons for withholding their support. I
am sure they will express those on the
floor. But I can say that they are the
exception to the rule. I know Senator
GRASSLEY, Senator GRAHAM, Senator
BENNETT, and a few others engaged
early on. I want to acknowledge them
and I appreciate their good will. But,
unfortunately, the leadership of the
Republican Party chose politics over
policy. I am disappointed that not a
single Republican could support an end
to the filibuster. I suppose it is easy to
stay unified when the only word in
your vocabulary is NO. Although
Democrats did not initially agree on
exactly how to get there, we were
united in saying yes to the common
goal of delivering meaningful health
care reform to America’s families and
small businesses. It has been difficult.
Some of us come from very conservative States. Some of us come from liberal States. We have diverse populations in our States that have different needs and different views. It has
not been pretty, but it has been a practical and hopefully a positive exercise
that will bring comfort, support, and
strength to the American people and to
our economy.
I do hold out hope that when we take
our vote on final passage, Republicans
will recognize this historic opportunity
and vote in favor of this bill that will
reduce costs and increase access to
health care for millions of Americans.
Last month, I stood here on the floor
of the Senate to announce my intention to vote in favor of bringing Senator REID’s melded bill to the floor. At
the time, I was very clear that my vote
was not an indication that I supported
that particular version of the bill. My
vote was to bring that bill to the floor
so that we could do the legislative
work the American people sent us here
to do.
After weeks of floor debate and
amendments and round-the-clock negotiations, that work has been completed. We produced a health care bill
that is significantly improved from the
one that came to the floor. I would like
to share a few thoughts about why, in
my view, it is improved.

